NOTES ON WBTSG MEETING

Friday 5th September 2008

Apologises




Attendees

4





17
Welcome and introduction

IBTA
International Brain Tumour Alliance – RW showed the Group the booklet IBTA have produced listing all their supporters including WBTSG.  She reminded the Group that David M Bailey (inspirational glioblastoma survivor) will be in concert on Wednesday 29th October.  If anyone would like to go, to let RW know.

Also ‘Walk around the World’ is part of the IBTA’s  mission to raise awareness of brain tumour issues.  Group agreed that the October Social would be a walk, details to follow.
Brain Tumour UK Conference
Claire, Fred, RW and Heather Waterton from Samantha Dickson BBT attended both days.  There were a variety of very interesting speakers and news of a new BT group to start in Birmingham.
Buddying/Befriending and Bereavement sub-group
 RW explained that the Group is looking into some way of offering one to one support and also the possibility of setting up a sub group for bereaved members.  There are a lot of considerations and that this is something that needs to be thought through carefully.  RW to keep Group up to date on developments and would be interested to hear from anyone who thinks that they can help to take either proposals forward.
Summer Outing

Day out at Ragley Hall was enjoyed by all who attended.  Lucky with the weather!!  A thank you letter has gone to RW’s uncle who donated the money for the trip.
Guest Speakers : 

Nicole Toghill – CNS Epilepsy from the QE hospital attended the meeting and talked about issues surrounding patients with epilepsy.  If anyone has concerns about current treatment etc she is more than happy to speak to anyone even if they aren’t a patient at the QE.  The need for a CNS at Worcester was discussed and as a new neurology consultant has just been appointed it was decided that we would write to him to raise our concerns.
Dr. Bridget Boyd – who sits on the medical advisory committee for the DVLA with regards to driving applications for people with BTs.  Dr. Boyd explained some of the legislation regarding the need to ensure drivers are safe on the road, the criteria for regaining a licence and why some patients get refused their licence even after the normal time scale etc.  She gave out a handout ‘Guide to the current Medical Standards of Fitness to Drive’ and her contact details.  Hence if anyone would like to contact her to discuss problems with regaining a driving licence please call her on 01792 761365.

Dates for the diary :

Friday October 10th 
‘The Pathway to Excellence’ – conference looking at 


improving cancer care in the UK
Sunday October 12th
Lunch and Walk at Worcestershire Woods Country 


Centre, opposite St Richards.

Tuesday 11th November
3 Counties Cancer Network User Led Conference

Date of next meeting :

Friday 7th November 2008 
Speakers
Claire Goddard on recent advancements in BT treatments.
Will also a look at the WBTSG Website and a discussion on waiting times for MRI Scan results.

DON’T FORGET CHRISTMAS CARDS AVAILABLE FROM SDBTT
0845 130 9733 
enquiries@sdbtt.co.uk
