NOTES ON SUPPORT GROUP MEETING

Friday 6TH June 2008

Apologises

	4
	

	
	


Attendees

	19


	


Welcome and introduction

IBTA
International Brain Tumour Alliance – RW reminded the Group that a David M Bailey CD is contained in the information pack that is available.  Also ‘Walk around the World’ is part of their campaign to raise awareness of brain tumour issues.  RW asked the Group to think about an event we could do to support this week 26th Oct – 1st Nov.
Brain Tumour UK Conference
BTUK Conference is at the Edgbaston Cricket Ground, Birmingham on Monday 14th and Tuesday 15th July.  RW and Heather Waterton from Samantha Dickson BBT are going both days.  If other members want to go application forms are available on the BTUK website.  Itinerary will be published shortly.

Carers Day

Being hosted by St Richards Hospice, WBTSG would have a stall, all welcome to visit.

Buddying/Befriending

Dawn Pless was due to feedback on a previous meeting about this but was unfortunately unable to attend.  RW explained that the Group is looking into some way of offering one to one support, but that there are a lot of considerations and that it is something that needs to be thought through carefully.  RW to keep Group up to date on developments.

Listening Skills Workshop

RW, Lu Moody, Pat Adams and Dawn Pless are due to go on the above course run my MacMillan on Saturday 5th July.
Thank you to Pat Mayo for organising the May social, bowling at the Blackpole Inn.  Unfortunately not many could make it but those of us that did, had a great time.
Summer Outing

Decided to change the venue from Blenheim Palace (as this would mean committing to booking a coach) to Ragley Hall which people could get to themselves and then WBTSG would pay for the entrance.  Letters of confirmation to be sent out.
Guest Speaker : 

Dr. Ronan Dardis, Consultant Neuro-surgeon from the Walsgrave Hospital spoke for an hour on how, why and when surgeons decide to operate on the brain to remove brain tumours.  Although at times the information he gave was very sensitive, all group members commented on how well he spoke and that they found the information he gave extremely useful.  An official thank you has been sent to Dr. Dardis.
Dates for the diary :

Sunday 13th July – Ragley Hall, 12 noon onwards, make your own way there
Mon 14th & Tue 15th July – BTUK Conference, Birmingham
Date of next meeting :

Friday 5th September 2008 
Speakers
Dr Brigit Boyd from the DVLA talking about being diagnosed with a brain tumour and loosing your driving licence.
Epilepsy Nurse Specialist from QE Hospital, Birmingham

