NOTES ON SUPPORT GROUP MEETING

Friday 7th March 2008

Apologises - 5
	
	


Attendees -15
	
	


Welcome and introduction

SDBTT Trust Questionnaire

Given out and completed.  RW to take forms to SDBTT Conference on 17th March.

Listening Skills Workshop

Certificates of attendance were given out to Jane Beale, Sarah Gormley and Pat Mayo, they will be sent to Vanessa Charles, Jo Brooks and Caroline Edwards.  If anyone else is interested in attending this course please let me know.
Thank you to Tony for organising the February social to the Honey Bee.  We all ate too much and didn’t stop talking all night!
Summer Outing

Couple of options were considered but general view appeared to be to go for Blenheim Palace.  Date - Sunday 13th July.  Suggest this is classed as our July social.  Please would someone volunteer to organise this?  It won’t take much and I will support you.
Annual General Meeting

It is a requirement of the organisations that have funded us to review our group and make available the group’s finances.  To make this a ‘fun’ activity RW proposed to have the AGM on Sunday 27th April at her house. 2.30 – 3.30 Walk Round Feckenham, 3.30 – 5.00 AGM, 5.00 – 7.00 Food for those who wish to stop.  We will discuss how effective we think the Group has been over the last year and what changes we want to make for the future.  If there are any members who would like to take a more active part in running the group then this would be welcomed.
Brain Tumour UK (www.braintumouruk.org.uk)

Questionnaire about how the NHS is meeting NICE guidelines on improving care for people with brain tumours. RW said she would print off the questionnaire when she gets it and bring to next meeting.  Also there was information about IBTA (International Brain Tumour Alliance) ‘Walk around the World’ which asks people to raise awareness of brain tumour issues by walking and IBTA ‘collect’ the miles.  Last year they collected enough miles to walk around the world 2 ½ times.  This year they want to make it 3 times.
Caring Bridge (www.caringbridge.org)

Is a website where you can set up your own ‘communication board’ that others can tap into to find out how someone is getting along.  Useful for those who are finding it difficult to keep in touch with everyone whilst a family member is going through difficult times.

Posters and Leaflets :

Have now gone out to all GPs in Worcestershire, Solihull, South Birmingham and Warwickshire, as well as hospitals, hospices, charities etc.  RW asked if members could check when they visit and if the posters/leaflets aren’t displayed ask where they are or put some there themselves.  PM suggested Post Offices as another place to put them, great idea, put on up at yours.

Guest Speaker : 

Tom Darrington from Worcestershire Carers Unit not Worcestershire Carers Association (a voluntary body offering information and advice), came to explain about what they do.  Their main role seems to be to undertake a Carers Assessment to establish what support a carer needs.  Also to point carers in the right direction re getting financial support, a rest break and other such benefits.  Having said this, the service seems to be cash limited and over stretched, but worth contacting if you are a carer -0800 389 2896.  We have some packs of information if anyone wants one.

Post meeting information – 9th – 13th June Carers Week 

St. Richards are hosting a Carers Day on Monday 9th June.  All carers are welcome to attend.  We have been asked to provide a ‘stall’ to advertise our group, so we need some volunteers to help out between 10am – 4pm or part there of.  I will be there all day.  Please pass this information onto anyone else that you know who is a carer as there will be stalls on all sort of groups who help to support carers and there may be things such as free massage, blood pressure checks, advice on diet etc.

May Social Meeting 

Will be at the Blackpole Inn, Worcester, Skittles evening, 7.30 Friday 9th May.  Map attached.  We really need a minimum of 20 people to make it fun so please try to come along and bring your family/friends, children welcome.  We don’t have to pay for the hall but we have to buy food.  Buffets start from £3 per person for a simple finger buffet, so suggest we go for that and have a snack before you come out.
Befriending Service

RW went on the net to see what was out there re befriending.  Found the National Mentoring and Befriending Foundation which helps and supports voluntary organisations to set up and run befriending services.

RW met Sue Wragg from the organisation who has given her handouts to look through.  RW asked for 2 volunteers to attend a local meeting on 19th March in Worcester.   Pay Mayo and Dawn Pless agreed to go.  Following on from this a Befriending sub committee will be set up to take this forward.  Anyone interested please let me know.
Dates for the diary :

Sunday 27th April 
- AGM 
Friday 9th May 
–  7.30pm Social Skittles Evening – Blackpole Inn, 




   Worcester.  
Friday 6th June 
–  WBTSG Meeting, St Richards Hospice
Monday 9th June
 - Carers Day at St Richards Hospice.  Need a couple of 



   volunteers to run a stall for WBTSG 10am – 4pm.

Sunday 13th July 
–  Blenheim Palace – need a couple of volunteers to organise
Date of next meeting :

Friday 6th June 2008 - Speakers
Lyn Dodson, Cancer Lead Nurse at the QE is doing a patient satisfaction survey and would like to talk to people about their experiences and also explain a little about Cancer Care Networks.  We are expecting Ronan Dardis, Neuro surgeon from the Walsgrave to come and speak to us and hopefully Claire Goddard, Neuro-oncology nurse specialist from the QE Hospital will also be there to answer your questions on treatments, side effects etc.
Post Script

8/9 March – RW and CG will be attended a Brain Tumour Conference in Devon put on by the brain tumour charity Hammer Out.

16th March – RW, Sharon, Mark and Debbie will be attending the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust Conference in London.

We will feedback any findings to the Group in June.

