NOTES ON SUPPORT GROUP MEETING

FRIDAY 11TH JANUARY 2008

Apologises        7

Attendees

16

Welcome and introduction

Guest Speaker : 

Ann Evans - Citizens Advice Bureau attached to Primrose Hospice.

Talked about the variety of benefits that might be of interest to people with a brain tumour and also their rights under the Disability Discrimination Act.  Any one diagnosed with cancer is automatically covered by the act.  List of advice given will be available as a separate sheet by the next meeting.

Posters and Leaflets :

The new professionally printed posters and leaflets were given out to everyone.  RW asked people to have a think about where they could be displayed.  The Steering Group will be sending them out to hospitals, GP surgeries etc but all ideas welcome.

Grant money :

Macmillan have given the Support Group a grant of £2,845 to spend on room bookings, advertising, updating the website etc.  This means that the group is financial stable for at least another year.  

Some of the money is ear marked for supporting people with travel expenses, so if anyone needs a taxi to get to meetings or socials please contact us first and we can arrange for payment to be made.

RW also reported that she had received a number of donations over Christmas, which could be used by the group for anything.  She suggested that the Group uses the money to do something ‘nice’.  Go on a day trip somewhere or the theatre etc.  Please have a think and let us know if you have any ideas of what, where and when.

Future Meetings :

RW went through the list of future meetings.  The one in June we hope to invite a doctor or 2 but we need to know what it is that you’d like them to talk about.  Do you have any specific questions, if so please let us know asap.

February Social Meeting :         PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE
Wednesday 13th February 7.30 pm Honey Bee Pub, Dunhampton, just off the A449 Worcester to Kidderminster road.  Please ring Tony by 9th Feb so that he can book a table.  He can also give you directions. 07922 410901

Don’t forget if you have difficulty with transport we may be able to arrange either a lift or a taxi.

Date for the diary :

Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust is holding a Brain Tumour Conference in London on Monday 17th March.  I have enclosed details.  I would like to get a party together to go if possible.  March is always Brain Tumour Awareness Month, so if anyone has any ideas about how to raise the awareness of brain tumour issues and/or the Group please let us know.

The development of the Group :

RW went through the 3 areas of development that she would like to see over the next 12 months

· Buddy and Befriending – we want to train group members to be ‘Buds’.  What this actually means we have yet to establish, a working party needs to be set up.  RW to advice further

· ‘Coping Better Together’ is a short series of information talks for people recently diagnosed with a brain tumour, currently only available to patients diagnosed in the Liverpool area.  RW to look into the possibility of the talks being delivered in the West Midlands.  Again a working party may be necessary

· Better support for children diagnosed at BCH – RW and Sharon will be approaching the BCH about better support for families on Ward 10 who have had a child diagnosed with a brain tumour

Date of next meeting :

Friday 7th March 2008 – information on Charities, Trusts and sources of support.  Hopefully someone from Worcestershire Carers Assoc will be there.

Please feel free to bring any information that you have that might be useful to other members of the group.

Also Lyn Dodson, Cancer Lead Nurse at the QE is doing a patient satisfaction survey and would like to talk to people about their experiences.  I will confirm her attendance nearer the time but Claire thinks that she might want to talk to people individually so if anyone can turn up early or stop after the meeting that might be useful.

