MINUTES OF WBTSG ANNUAL GENEAL MEETING 26th April 2008
AGENDA

· WELCOME

Included the lighting of 4 candles in remembrance of the 4 group members that we have lost this year.
· REVIEW OF THE YEAR


Our first meeting was held on Friday 27th April 2007 – we had 22 people attend, a mixture of people with brain tumours, relatives, volunteers and reps from NHS and other interested organisations.  Marilyn Meade-Brown from Macmillan helped us to think about what WBTSG should be, how often we met etc, which lead to the development of our Constitution.
We have had 5 meetings since and covered such topics as benefits, support for carers, complementary therapy and other brain tumour organisations.
We have grown slowly but steadily and now have 20 regular members plus a few extras who communicate via email.
We have had several social events, organised by volunteers and members of the group, many thanks to all who have organised these.

In October we launched our Website, many thanks to Mark Gormley for doing this, it looks very professional and from Jan – April 2008 the site had 630 visitors.
In November 2 people contacted WBTSG to offer help, Tanya Danks re Para shoot Jump 12th July and Sallie Atwell from Oakland Int.  They have offered us help with fundraising, advertising and promotion.  PR Consultant Kathryn Watts is due to send out a press release shortly.
In January we distributed new professionally printed leaflets and posters through out Worcestershire and beyond.  Many thanks to Sarah and Alan Gormley for helping with this.  

At the beginning of March this year Claire Goddard and Rosemary Wormington (RW) went to the Hammer Out Conference in Devon, where they learnt about the latest advances in brain tumour research and meet people from other brain tumour groups.

March 17th – Rosemary, Mark and Debbie Jones, Sharon Sambrook and her mum, went to the SDBBT Conference in London which again was very informative.
The Steering Group feel that we have had a very successful first year and hope that we continue to grow and develop and offer even more support to people who need it.  Thank you cards have been sent to the 3 volunteers who help support the running of the group, Vanessa Charles, Pat Adams and Pat Mayo.
· FINANCIAL REVIEW – The unaudited Financial Statements for the period ended 31st march 2008 produced by Harrison Priddey and Co, were distributed and accepted by the Group Members.
· REVIEW OF THE CONSTITUTION

A few minor changes have been made to the Constitution if anyone would like an up dated copy please let RW know or pick one up at the next meeting.
At the meeting it was agreed that Rosemary Wormington would now been known as the Group’s Chair Person and Secretary.

· LONG TERM FUTURE OF WBTSG
Improving information at BCH
RW explained that she and Sharon were not happy with the level of information and support given to parents on Ward 10 at the BCH.  RW has raised this issue with the PALS service at the hospital and is awaiting their response.

Coping Together – Liverpool information course for people with BT

RW would like to see the development of a similar course in the West Midlands but this is going to take considerable negotiation with clinician staff,  so may have to wait until later on in the year.

Buddying/Befriending Service
Dawn Pless and Pat Mayo attended a meeting run by the National Mentor and Befriending Association.  Although they enjoyed attending the meeting they felt that it is not appropriate to develop a Buddying/Befriending service based on the model used by this organisation.  It was agreed that DP/PM/RW would meet to discuss how to take this idea forward

Supporting the development of another group in Birmingham

Brain Tumour UK have approached Claire Goddard and the services run from the QE hospital in Birmingham to promote a new support group based in Birmingham.  WBTSG members welcomed this development and RW is to meet with BTUK to offer support.
· NEXT 6 MONTHS

1. 8th May – meeting BT UK and Claire re new group in Birmingham

2. 9th May Skittles Evening 
3. 14th May – John and Rosemary to visit SDBTT new offices

4. 6th June – next meeting

5. 9th June – Carers Day at St Richards Hospice

6. 12th July Tanya’s jump!

7. 13th July – Blenheim Palace outing, if we can get someone to organise it
8. 14/15th July – BT UK Conference
9. If there is to be a social in August, then some needs to organise 
10. 5th September meeting – speaker from DVLA
· QUESTIONNAIRE
Customer Care Questionnaire given to all present.  Copies to be sent to those not present.  Summary of feedback will be made available by September meeting.
· AOB

Big thank you to Jon Tainton, Sharon Sambrook, their family and friends who have raised a huge amount of money for SDBBT.  Sharon is organising a fundraising evening in October, details to come.

To finish the AGM a song/video was played by David M Bailey.  He is a long term survivor of a glioblastoma  and an inspiration to many in the BT community. The next AGM will be held in April 2009.
